


Arcata Ridge Trail - Fickle Hill Segment Project Description 

The trail project proposes to construct 1,600 linear feet of recreational trail to connect existing parts of 

the Arcata Ridge Trail. This project is located within the Arcata City limits and within the City of Arcata's 

Sunny Brae Forest Tract, just south of the Arcata Community Forest Tract. The project includes a trail 

crossing at Fickle Hill Road approximately 1.5 miles east of the intersection of Fickle Hill Road and Park 

Avenue, and about two miles from the nearest Highway 101 off ramp. In the project location, Fickle Hill 

Road is a County road, and the City of Arcata owns the property on either side of the road (to the north 

and south) where the proposed crossing is to be located. 

The project involves construction, operation, and maintenance of an unpaved all-season recreational 

trail. The non-motorized multi-use trail will include hiking, horseback riding, and mountain biking. This 

trail segment will provide a public access link connection from the Arcata Community Forest Tract lands 

on the north side of Fickle Hill Road to Community Forest Sunny Brae Tract located to the south. All 

Community Forest property is within the Arcata City limits. The proposed project links the larger five­

mile long Arcata Ridge Trail network as well as other existing community forest trails. This project will 

provide connectivity to existing public trails and it will be used by the immediate residential 

neighborhood as well as the community at large. The project will help disperse recreational use 

throughout the city forest with a potential to decrease congestion in some areas. 

The project includes the removal of trees near the road right-of-way. Three Sitka spruce trees with an 

average diameter at breast height (DBH), which is measured approximately 54" above the ground, of 

8"will be removed. All of the Sitka spruce are currently suppressed. Eight redwood trees with an average 

DBH of 14.8" will be removed for traffic visibility and are part of "stump clumps". The trees either are 

suppressed or have been previously topped for utility clearance. Trees within the clumps will be 

preserved and remain alive and intact. 

The County of Humboldt, City of Arcata, and the California Wildlife Conservation Board contributing 

funding for the acquisition of lands on the north side of Fickle Hill Road to enable a public access via 

public trail. Lands were also purchased on the south side of Fickle Hill Road with funding from the 

California Wildlife Conservation Board to provide for public access and a public trail, to maintain a 

working forest and to protect forested habitat for wildlife. 

Currently there are several non-sanctioned trespass trails that have existed in the area for decades. One 

of the project goals is to provide a designed and sanctioned public trail to reduce the nuisance illegal 

trail use that involves trespass across private properties to get to the public lands. 

Three viable options for the crossing location on Fickle Hill Road within the Humboldt County right-of­

way are analyzed in this IS/ND. The proposed alignment, labeled the Preferred Crossing in Figure 4, 

minimizes trail tread within the watershed drainage area contributing runoff to a watercourse that 

drains to downstream domestic water creek diversions. This option also avoids steeper side hillslopes 

adjacent to the county road shoulder. It provides adequate traffic visibility and requires less road bank 

grading on the north side of Fickle Hill Road compared to Option #2, which is east of the proposed 

alignment. The proposed alignment requires less material and a retaining structure on the south side of 

county road that would be necessary with Option #3 to the west of the proposed alignment. 
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